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SCHOOL BUSES - SEATBELT FUNDING 

541. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure: 
Will the federal government’s seatbelts on school buses funding plan offer anything to Western Australia? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member for the question, but I regret to inform the house alas, no.  In common with most Howard 
government funding initiatives - 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order! 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  - these have been designed exclusively for eastern states constituencies.  It is a 
$40 million plan, but unfortunately Western Australia will be ineligible to participate for the reason that the 
Western Australian government has led the rest of the country and decided that it will actually fund the 
installation of seatbelts on school buses.  It is a strange situation. 

Dr G.G. Jacobs interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order, member for Roe! 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  The state government has been acknowledged by the federal government as a 
leader in the field, and yet the federal government has structured its funding arrangement in a way that precludes 
Western Australia from participation.   

Mr M.J. Cowper interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  The member for Murray! 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  This is because of the commonwealth government’s dysfunctional relationship 
with state governments.  It has decided it will avoid state governments and give the money directly to school bus 
contractors.  Of course, in Western Australia, the state government has agreed to provide capital funding for the 
placement of seatbelts in new school buses and will also directly fund the retro-fitting of older buses.  Neither 
expenditure is eligible for this particular fund.  This is yet another circumstance in which Western Australia, the 
biggest contributor to the national economy, is being discriminated against, in this case because the Western 
Australian government is the most innovative state government in the nation. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Unfortunately, I have to call the members for Roe and Murray to order for the first 
time.  Their capacity to try to talk down a minister is certainly unparliamentary. 
 


